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gentlemen must sell their plate, and farmers their brass pots
ere this will be paid.' It would breed discontent, and be an ill
precedent for them and posterity.

Elizabeth was hurt to the quick by the opposition. Justifiably!
Parliament had clamoured for war and made ardent promises
of help; almost everyone had badgered her to send armies here
and ships there, as though they were to be had for the whistling;
she had performed wonders with inadequate means; she had
practised eternal vigilance over her own expenses, to the disgust
of the greedy cormorants about her, everlastingly grumbling
and gibing at her parsimony; she had kept faith with her
creditors; she had eaten into her capital rather than pass more
than a fraction of the war expenses on to her people. And now-
when the time had come for the country to shoulder more of the
burden, grudging voices were heard. At the close of the Parlia-
ment, not content with the Lord Keeper's words on her behalf,
she addressed both Houses herself, *The subsidy which you
offer me,* she said, CI accept thankfully, if you give me your
good wills with it; but if the necessity of the times and your pre-
servation did not require it, I would refuse it.' Her head, she
assured them, was better stayed by years and experience than to
enter into any idle expense. She said more, speaking words of
courage to them ewith a fluent eloquence and princely bold-
ness*. cFor mine own part, I protest I never feared^ and what
fear was, my heart never knew.' As for the King of Spaia,e I fear
not all his threatenings; his great preparations and mighty forces
do not stir me. For though he come against me with a greater
power than ever was his Invincible Navy, I doubt not but, God
assisting me upon whom I always trust, I shall be able to defeat
him and overthrow him. For my cause is just.'

Bacon's unfortunate speech lost him the Queen's favour for
the time being. Playing the part of a warm friend, Essex urged
her to readmit to her presence one who was so well able to judge
the merits ofe those excellent' - in truth, they were indifferent -
translations of classical authors, which she was amusing herself
making in her sixtieth year. She did not respond to the flattery.
But what lost Bacon the Attorney-Generalship was the fact tha#